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					Derr Hosts Bona Class


                     
                        
                        
			
		 
                                
                                    
			
		Derr Flooring Herndon, Va branch hosted a  Bona Certified Craftsmen (BCC) course from  May 22-24.

Contractors took part in learning how to apply finish, stain, glue, and craft oil. They also learned  how to properly sand floors using Bona’s sanders and abrasives.

[image: ][image: ][image: ]


		

	

	 
                                

                        
                             
                                
                                    
			
		Here’s a creative use of Johnson Hardwood Rowlock Wall Panels.  Click Here
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				The unbelievable courage of our servicemen and women amazes me daily and I am not talking about their courage on the battlefield, but instead I am referring to our soldiers who survive devastating injuries defending the world’s freedom.  These men and women return home to their families having lost limbs, suffered traumatic brain or other internal injuries and may be confined to a wheelchair.  Their lives, and the lives of their families are forever changed.

 

I have been blessed to meet a few of these soldiers through the NWFA’s partnership with the Gary Sinise Foundation.  To a man, these servicemen and women love our country and are proud of the contribution they made during their time in the military.  Their sole focus is to provide for their families and be productive INDEPENDENT members of society.  They are not asking for anything more than for us to provide them with an environment that allows them to not be dependent on others.  The Gary Sinise Foundation builds custom homes for the severely wounded veterans, so that they and their families can live as normal a life as possible given their physical limitations.

 

One of the most moving experiences of my life was to be a part of the dedication of Captain Luis Avila’s home in Bethesda, MD.  Derr Flooring and Maxwell Hardwood Flooring donated the flooring for the home and we were able to share the family’s joy at their NEW FREEDOM.  {you can see photos of the event on Facebook} Derr Flooring has committed to the Gary Sinise Foundation that we will supply flooring for one home per year, for the next five years.  This is our way of saying thank you to these courageous veterans.
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				Blog#1: “Acclimation”

If we are all honest every one of us has heard some of the following:

*I left it in the house for 72 hours! UNDER WHAT CONDITIONS?

*I opened the ends of the boxes, that’s acclimation, right. DON’T…STOP!

*We acclimated the floor in our conditioned warehouse! WHAT ABOUT THE JOBSITE?

*We acclimated it from the van into the house! I DON’T EVEN NO HOW TO REPLY!

*Acclimation, what the heck does that mean, I’ve been installing for 30 years, never had a problem, it’s YOUR wood…….YES SIR, that’s correct, Chet grows the trees, Dave’s boys log them in their spare time and Rick has a full milling/finish line in his garage!

Really, as misunderstood a topic, it’s not “Rocket Science”. NWFA Installation guidelines, Appendix B Acclimation: ….Wood flooring simply needs to reach a moisture content level in equilibrium with the surrounding environment in which it will be installed, at or near normal living conditions. The point of acclimating wood flooring before installation is to allow the moisture content of the wood to adjust to the installation site’s “NORMAL LIVING CONDITIONS”

Science: Wood flooring both solid and engineered is both hygroscopic and anisotropic. Hygroscopic material will gain or lose moisture till it reaches EMC (equilibrium moisture content) in relationship with the RH (relative humidity) and temperature of the surrounding air. Wood expands when it gains moisture, and shrinks when it loses moisture. Dimensional Change Coefficient (as published by the USDA Forest Service) numerically labels this expansion/contraction by wood species per unit change in the MC of the wood. Because wood is also anisotropic, it does not shrink and swell equally in all directions. In plain sawn material (majority of wood flooring produced) shrink and swell tangentially (in width) is double or greater radial or longitudinally. In lay terms, failure to consider and properly acclimate prior to install can lead to cupping, compression set, subsequent permanent gapping, face checking and with engineered material veneer splits and end joint edge curl.

Real world: each and every situation differs but a common thread of good practices should be developed by installers to insure the most successful install with minimal callbacks. Acclimation is about product, geography and time of year. Wood flooring should be installed as late in the building schedule as available. Permanent HVAC (local building codes prevail) should be operational a minimum of two weeks prior to delivery. Tools necessary for this part of the job include a moisture meter and a thermal/hygrometer. Prior to delivery jobsite conditions need to be checked for proper conditions. OSB and/or plywood subfloor should be checked with a moisture meter and if readings taken; 12% and under, acceptable, 10% and under ideal. Ambient site conditions should be checked on each level including the basement and crawl space. As an industry “wood’s comfort level” is 35-55% RH. Product exposure under and over these RH readings can have adverse effects on the installation. Please understand I am sympathetic to building site conditions and am fully cognizant that these RH conditions are difficult to maintain in new construction. But it is important to look for anomalies. A basement with RH readings in the 70-80% RH range (not unusual in new construction) should be addressed for the most successful install. Once wood is delivered its time to use that moisture meter again but this time to check, record and draw a base line for the flooring’s MC. Our industry recommends this base line is drawn on a minimum of 40 board readings per 1000Sf material. Readings should be from random cartons and levels in nested bundles. As blanket/general rule our industry recommends wood flooring and subfloor differ in MC readings no more than 4% if the board width is under 3” and no more than 2% difference if the material is 3” and wider plank. BUT that’s where it gets a little fuzz, because consumer lifestyle and installation geography now come in to play. As example; shore location installation, 5” wide plain sawn plank flooring, February installation. The subfloor is at 9% MC average, wood flooring 7% MC average, GREAT I’m good to go, correct? Frankly, probably not for a long term stable install. It’s about geography! The expected EMC of material installed in this geography could be in the 11-13% year round. Unless you are absolutely certain (and frankly absolutes don’t exist) the contractor should consider acclimating the material for a higher average MC prior to installation.

So, proper approach to acclimation. DON’T set the material on site and rip the end flaps off the cartons. The only thing you will achieve is potential width variation of the boards abutting those open end flaps. DON’T store material in unacceptable conditions or locations.  DO try to achieve even air flow between materials. Ideally, the best way is similar to the practice of air drying boards. Individually stacked rows with kiln dried sticks between rows. Ok so being a realist, what are the chances of this being done, probably none because slim already left the room. As a good alternative material should be stacked like cord firewood with space between rows. If material is in cartons open completely, that’s better than alternatives. Again using your moisture meter make dated random checks till material has reached acceptable MC for the installation.

Lots more could be discussed on this topic but my blog is to try and help not overload the topic. Thanks and I welcome your comments and thoughts.
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				Most of us look at the incredible size and complexity of our Federal Government and all the associated agencies and wonder how any individual, family or small business can ever have a voice. One that is listened to and in fact shapes policies, regulations and laws to benefit people and companies in our industry. For the past six years, I have served on the Board of Directors of such an Association. The Hardwood Federation is an organization that lobbies for the interests of any person or company involved with hardwood lumber: From the land owners of timber tracks, to sawmill operations, to finish goods manufacturing like hardwood flooring, and even plywood and pulp facilities. A fulltime lobbyist, the Executive Director and the Policy Manager meet directly with Congressmen, Senators and their staffs to educate them on issues that affect our businesses and employees. In addition, the Board members and other interested parties ascend on Capitol Hill, twice a year, to also lobby for the interests of the Federation membership.

The Hardwood Federation is responsible for such legislation as the Lacey Act which criminalizes the importing of products manufactured from illegally harvested lumber. This legislation assures that the US is competing on equal footing with foreign companies in the cost of their raw materials and that US citizens are purchasing products from forests that are being sustainably timbered. In addition, we were able to have the Forestry department classify the northern long eared bat as “threatened” as opposed to “endangered.” This allows timbering in the US forests to continue normally as they find a cure for the disease killing these animals. If the bat was classified as “endangered” timber harvesting would have been limited to the winter months and we would have had a scarcity of lumber to make products and prices would have skyrocketed. Currently we are advocating for comprehensive reform of our national forests to assure that the wildfires decimating the western forests and account for 60% of the entire budget are brought under control and eventually minimized. This can be achieved by actively managing the federal lands by having robust timber sales which will bring in revenue, create good paying jobs, create a better habitat for wildlife and make the forests less susceptible to massive fires.

The Hardwood Federation is your voice in Washington and we do get results. I encourage you to get involved either by making a contribution to the Federation or the Federation PAC or by joining me in Washington and letting your Congressman and Senators know what we need from them for our companies to be able to thrive in the coming years. www.hardwoodfederation.net
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